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UNTOLD numbers of lives have 
been improved and even saved by a 
small cadre of volunteer physicians 

and students at a medical clinic in the 
country of Belize.

Dozens of those medical students have 
been able to fill that role in recent years 
because the family and friends of a young 
Columbus woman killed in a tragic ac-
cident in the country in 2005 chose to 
channel their grief into a project that not 
only honors her memory but serves as an 
ongoing contribution to health care in a 
poorer country.

Abby’s House is a 6,000-square-foot 
residential complex near a medical clinic 
that offers free care to residents of the 
country. Patients are not only treated at 
the clinic but the staff and students ven-
ture out into remote areas of the country 
to provide assistance.

Central to the operations of the clinic 
has been the dormitory-style complex that 
can house up to 16 students at a time. It 
was opened in 2008 following the death of 
Columbus medical student Abigail Brink-
man in a diving accident after her parents 
Roger and Jan Brinkman had launched 
a fundraising effort to build the $200,000 
facility.

The house has been an invaluable 
resource for the clinic. It allows the clinic 
to provide quarters for 150 students each 
year. Prior to its construction, only 60 
students could participate in the hands-on 
learning experience. 

The clinic also has been able to more 
than double its caseload to 9,000 patients 
per year.

The construction of Abby’s House was 
but one stage in an evolving project. The 
Brinkman family and their friends have 
now launched another stage, plans for 
construction of a sloping roof on the exist-
ing building that will make the students 
more comfortable in a land of oppressive 
heat.

Plans for the $50,000 roof were put 
together by Columbus architect Nolan 
Bingham, who also designed the original 
building.

Abby Brinkman’s death obviously cre-
ated a void in the lives of her family and 
friends. They have chosen to remember 
her through a project that will help bring 
new and improved lives to many others.

For information about Abby’s House 
and the fund drive to erect a new roof 
over the building: hillsidebelize.org/
support/dorm.html or Roger Brinkman at 
342-9205.
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“We shall endeavor to make our paper the cham-
pion of the people of Bartholomew County and we 
shall advocate, irrespective of political consider-
ations, all measures that have for their object the 
good of the community.  In short, we hope to make 
our paper such as no intelligent person in the county 
can do without.”

— Isaac T. Brown, 
Founding Editor, 1875

Hartsville ignites student trip 
on right foot with ceremony
I had gone to Hartsville on Mon-

day expecting to find a small 
group of local Civil War re-

enactors putting on a show for an 
equally small number of students 
from a high school in Milwaukee.

The re-enactors were there in 
the Baptist cemetery at Harts-
ville, and so were the students. 
Along with them were an 
unexpected 30 to 40 spectators.

From the beginning, the 
gathering in the small wooded 
cemetery had an aura of the 
unlikely.

It was occasioned by an email 
back in early February from 
Chris Lese, a history teacher at 
Marquette University High 
School in Milwaukee, who had 
read an online version of an 
article I had written about 
Hartsville’s Barton Mitchell, the 
Civil War Union soldier who had 
found (wrapped around three 
cigars) the lost orders prepared 
for Confederate leader Robert E. 
Lee leading up to the battle of 
Antietam.

The accidental discovery has 
been credited with changing the 
course of the Civil War, enabling 
Union forces to fight Lee to a 
stalemate and prevent his 
invasion of the North.

What made it unique was that 
the hero of the drama was a 
corporal in a Union regiment 
who had worked as a railroad 
man before the war. He just 
happened to be in the right place 
at the right time.

And that’s what made his 
discovery special to the Milwau-
kee teacher. He was fascinated 
that history had been influenced 
to such a degree by such an 
unlikely person. He used that 
theme in fashioning a history 
course, focusing on Mitchell as 
that kind of hero.

Lese took the lesson beyond a 
classroom exercise. He turned it 
into a summertime class trip for 
some of the students — a 
nine-day tour of historical sites 
relating to Mitchell: Indianapolis, 

where he enlisted; Hartsville, 
where he lived out his life after 
the Civil War, dying there in 1868; 
Antietam, where he found the 
lost orders; and other locations.

When told of the teacher’s 
plan, members of the John 
Anderson Camp, Sons of Union 
Veterans of the Civil Wars, 
agreed to perform a ceremony at 
Mitchell’s grave in the small 
cemetery.

I had thought it would be a 
relatively low-key occasion. For 
one thing, how many teenagers 
would be willing to go on a 
nine-day auto trip with their 
teacher, the highlights of which 
would include a visit to a small 
cemetery and a Civil War 
battlefield?

It turns out there were 11 
students who made the trip.

For that matter, how many 
folks would want to give up part 
of a holiday to dress up in woolen 
uniforms, stand at attention in 
80-degree weather and listen to 
someone talk about events that 
had taken place 150 years 
earlier?

It turns out that there was a 
full contingent of the John 
Anderson Camp — a bugler/
drummer, four musket-bearing 
soldiers, two flag-bearers, two 
uniformed women, a chaplain, a 
unit historian, even a female 
mourner outfitted in a full-length 
dress.

And then there was the crowd. 
The event had been publicized in 
The Republic earlier, but it just 
didn’t seem like the kind of 
gathering people would want to 
give up part of a holiday to 

watch. Many did. Most were 
from the Hartsville area, but 
several came from Columbus.

They got their money’s worth.
Steve Coffman, commander of 

the John Anderson Camp, 
offered a brief history of Indiana 
and its role in the Civil War to 
the students and townspeople. 
Barbara Stone, a Columbus 
resident, handed out a program 
she had prepared on Mitchell 
and talked about his life.

Moments later, the Civil War 
re-enactors marched by drum 
beat down a cemetery hill to the 
grave site where the visiting 
students and area residents were 
gathered. Midway through the 
ceremony, the two women dressed 
in Union blue walked to the grave 
with a bouquet of flowers. They 
were followed by three of the 
students who also placed a 
wreath near the headstone, but 
with it was a small wrapped pack-
age containing three cigars, a 
symbol of the discovery that 
made Mitchell famous.

There were three volleys of 
musket fire, each volley marked 
with a pause as the re-enactors 
reloaded their weapons with gun 
powder. Then there was taps 
— two versions, one by Shawn 
Bentz, a teacher at the Interna-
tional School in Columbus, 
followed by a second from one of 
the students in Lese’s class.

The program ended as it had 
begun, the Civil War re-enactors 
marching by drum beat back up 
the hill from which they had 
descended earlier.

Hard as it might be to believe 
that teenagers would care about 
the history of a war a century-
and-a-half ago, the students were 
visibly affected by what they had 
seen. Their teacher summed it 
up pretty well. “I couldn’t have 
imagined a better way to kick off 
this journey.”

Harry McCawley is associate editor of The Republic. 
He can be reached by phone at 379-5620 or email at 
harry@therepublic.com.
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Memorial service for  
mentor, friend Sunday  
From: Joseph Shafran
Columbus
Received: May 28

This Sunday I will be attend-
ing a memorial service for 
Howard Lickerman. He was a 
dear friend of mine and many 
others. I hope he will be remem-
bered for his contributions and 
service for the 50-plus years he 
was part of our community.

He was a calm, kind man and 
a gentlemen — always. 

He set the bar high for many 
of us who had the pleasure of 
working with him and knowing 
him. 

He was a mentor, informal 
adviser, a keen listener, and did 
it all without being judgmental.

From a personal perspective, 
I owe much to Howard and his 
support of me and my family for 
almost 40 years. 

He touched many people’s 
lives wherever he went, but most 
of all here in Columbus and 
North Vernon.

He will be missed, and I hope 
those who knew him will take a 
moment to reflect upon his 
friendship this Sunday.

Urge Congress to consider 
tobacco tax increase
From: Beth Hardesty
Nashville
Received: May 28
Tobacco taxes save lives

Tobacco use is the nation’s 
most preventable cause of death, 
yet nearly half-a-million Ameri-
cans will die from smoking-
related diseases this year. Most 
tobacco users say they want to 
quit, and about half try to quit 
each year, but only less than 10 
percent succeed without help.

Research has shown that 
increasing the tax on tobacco 
products provides a proven, 
effective incentive to help adults 
quit and prevent kids from ever 
starting the deadly habit. In the 
past 10 years, the federal govern-
ment and 47 states have in-
creased their tobacco taxes more 
than 100 separate times. The 
tactic is paying off in reduced 
smoking rates and lower health 
care costs.

President Barack Obama’s 
recent budget proposal would 
nearly double the federal 
cigarette tax to $1.95 per pack. 
Increasing the tobacco tax could 
have a dramatic impact on the 

public health of our nation by 
preventing disease and prema-
ture deaths and reducing health 
care costs associated with 
tobacco use.

I’m urging Congress to 
consider the president’s proposed 
tobacco tax increase. Members 
of Congress should seize the 
opportunity to increase taxes on 
all tobacco products. It would 
reduce smoking rates and 
ultimately lower health care 
costs for everyone. Bottom line, it 
would save countless lives.

Time for media to reflect 
news, not advertisements
From: Noel Taylor
Columbus
Received: May 27

Through the generosity of a 
friend, my wife and I attended 
the Indianapolis 500 race this 
year for the first time. We have 
watched the race together via TV 
off and on since the 1970s, but 
being there in person with 
headsets on and in clear view of 
both the track and a huge TV 
screen gave us the opportunity to 
notice that much of what goes on 
is not covered well at all.

Yesterday’s first eye-opener 

was the activity behind the 
front-runners. As an example, 
Charlie Kimball ran in 32nd 
place through Lap 26 because of 
electrical problems in his car 
but worked his way up to ninth 
at the end of the race. 

For some reason, the only 
mentions of him once his team 
got the car sorted out were made 
when he was in the pits, and then 
only a repeat of his car’s prob-
lem. I saw him making pass 
after pass with just as much skill 
as all the swapping going on at 
the front of the pack, but none 
were shown or mentioned.

The second eye-opener was 
selective discussion of drivers’ 
backgrounds. We heard a lot about 
A.J. Allmendinger’s drug abuse 
history and perseverance though 
recovery, but nothing about 
Charlie Kimball’s Type I diabetes 
and perseverance in living with 
this permanent limitation. Yet 
Allmendinger finished only two 
places ahead of Kimball.

I could go on with a much 
longer list but won’t. To me, 
media coverage focus needs 
re-prioritizing. Doing so just 
might restore “news service” to 
being an accurate name, rather 
than a lame euphemism for 
advertising.

Harry McCawley

Greg Howell
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Woman leaves 
legacy, makes 
difference for 
students abroad

On-campus 
living gives 
transition 
for students
THIS letter is in response to 

comments made by Aaron 
Hankins at a recent city 

council meeting concerning 
student housing at IUPUC.

He said, “It is best for 
college students to be at home 
in a stable environment, living 
with parents who are likely 
paying for the education. 
When teenagers go away and 
live among other teenagers, it 
brings a lot of bad things.” I 
wonder if he also thinks that 
women should be barefoot, 
pregnant and in the kitchen.

I think living on campus is 
a great opportunity for kids to 
transcend from living at home 
into becoming independent 
responsible citizens. There is 
still supervision but a lot more 
opportunity to make some of 
their own decisions and be 
held accountable for them.

If parents have done a good 
job of parenting, kids should 
be ready to make these 
decisions and parents should 
be happy for them. This is a 
much better situation than 
sheltering kids too long and 
then wondering why they have 
trouble adapting on their own.

I have a hard time under-
standing Mr. Hankins’ attitude 
about young adults. I am not 
aware of a difference in 
actions of people living on 
campus compared to living 
anywhere else.

Students are like our 
society as a whole. There is a 
small percentage that cause 
problems, but the vast majori-
ty are well-behaved people.

Raise your expectations Mr. 
Hankins, and maybe the 
results will improve with the 
people you are talking about.

This letter was received from Greg Howell of 
Columbus on May 24. 
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CONTACT YOUR LAWMAKERS
State Sen. Greg Walker, R-Columbus, District 

41, Ethics (chairman), Commerce and Economic 
Development (ranking member), Insurance and 
Financial Institutions, Pensions and Labor, Tax and 
Fiscal Policy. Contact: Senator.Walker@iga.in.gov or 
317-232-9400 or 800-382-9467.

State Sen. Johnny Nugent, R-Lawrenceburg, 
District 43, Committees: None. Contact: Senator.
Nugent@iga.in.gov or 317-232-9400 or 800-382-9467.

State Sen. Brent Steele, R-Bedford, District 44, 
Agriculture and Natural Resources; Corrections; 
Criminal and Civil Matters (chair); Civil Matters 
Subcommittee; Ethics; Insurance and Financial 
Institutions; Financial Institutions Subcommittee; 
Judiciary; Probate Code and Trustee Subcommittee. 
Contact: Senator.Steele@iga.in.gov or 317-232-
9400. or 800-382-9467.

State Rep. Milo Smith, R-Columbus, District 59, 
Elections and Apportionment (chairman); Select Com-
mittee on Government Reduction; Family, Children and 
Human Affairs. Contact: h59@in.gov or 800-382-9841.

U.S. Rep. Luke Messer, R-Ind., 6th District
! Muncie: 107 W. Charles St., Muncie, IN 47305. 

Phone: 765-747-5566. Fax: 765-747-5586.
! Richmond: 50 N. Fifth St., Richmond, IN 

47374. Phone: 765-962-2883. Fax: 765-962-3225.
! Washington: 508 Cannon Office Building, 

Washington, D.C. 20515. Phone: 202-225-3021.
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 ! Letters must include the 
writer’s name and a daytime 
telephone number for verification 
to be considered for publication.

 ! Because of space and legal 
considerations, The Republic 
reserves the right to edit any 
letters or articles and to limit 
comments. 

 ! Please email your letters to 
editorial@therepublic.com. 
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Students from a Milwaukee high school visiting Hartsville on Memorial Day as part of a summer field trip in which they 
followed the life of Civil War hero Barton Mitchell left on his grave a poignant tribute to his role in changing history — 
three cigars, wrapped in paper. The memento was a reference to Mitchell’s discovery of the Lost Orders of Confederate 
leader Robert E. Lee, which turned the tide of battle in the campaign at Antietam. The orders had originally been used to 
encase cigars. The students and members of the John Anderson Camp of the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War came 
together for a group photo following a ceremony conducted by the unifor-clad group.


